
Company 
Name

Pfizer & BioNTech Moderna

Type mRNA mRNA

Efficacy Rate 95% 94.5%

Doses 2 doses; 21 days apart 2 doses; 28 days apart

Age 16 years and older 18 years and older

Storage
Ultra-low temp
-80°C to -60°C   

(-112°F to -76°F)

Low temp
-25°C to -15°C 
(-13°F to 5°F)

Here’s who can receive the COVID-19 vaccination first, 
as recommended by the CDC:3

Each state determines its own COVID-19 vaccine administration program based on the 
state’s demographics. The CDC COVID-19 vaccine website makes it easy to navigate to each 
state’s health department website, so you can learn when the vaccine may become available 
for you. Under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) Act, all employer-sponsored and 
individual health plans subject to the Affordable Care 
Act’s (ACA’s) preventive services standards must cover 
a COVID-19 vaccine without member cost-share. So, if 
you’re covered under an ACA-qualified health plan, 
you won’t pay for the vaccine when it becomes 
available to you.2

It’s important to remember that even once vaccines are available to everyone, not everyone will get 
vaccinated, and those who get vaccinated will do so at different times. So, it’s essential to continue to follow 
CDC guidelines regarding mask wearing and social distancing, even after receiving your vaccination. 
Consult with your doctor or healthcare provider to determine if getting vaccinated is appropriate for you. 

COVID-19 Vaccines

The COVID-19 Vaccine: What You Need to Know

Two vaccines have received Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) from the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA). More vaccines are undergoing 
clinical testing for effectiveness and safety.1

Information in this infographic is as of January 19, 2021.
Sources:

1. https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
2. https://www.ashp.org/Advocacy-and-Issues/Key-Issues/Other-Issues/GRD-Issue-Brief-CARES-Act?loginreturnUrl=SSOCheckOnly 
3. Dooling, MD, K., Marin, MD, M., Wallace, DrPH, M., McClung, PhD, N., Chamberland, MD, M., Lee, MD, G. M., Keipp Talbot, MD, H., Romero, MD, J. R., Bell, 

MD, B. P., & Oliver, MD, S. E. (2020, December 22). The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ Updated Interim Recommendation for Allocation of COVID-
19 Vaccine — United States, December 2020. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm695152e2-H.pdf

4. https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/01/12/956017635/trump-administration-to-change-covid-19-vaccination-guidance-to-speed-up-rollout
>> Tip: When you go to receive your 

vaccination, bring your insurance ID card, 
as the provider may request a copy.

Healthcare 
personnel & 
residents of long-
term and senior 
care facilities

▪ Frontline 
essential 
workers

▪ People 75* 
years old and 
older

▪ People 65 to
74 years old

▪ People 16 to 64 
years old who 
have high-risk 
medical 
conditions

▪ Essential workers 
who were not 
recommended 
for vaccination in
Phase 1b

Everyone 16 
years old and 
older who 
weren’t 
previously 
recommended 
for vaccination
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This material is for informational purposes and is not intended to be exhaustive nor should any discussions or opinions be construed as legal advice. Contact your broker for insurance advice, tax professional for tax 
advice, or legal counsel for legal advice regarding your particular situation. USI is not responsible for the content of the information provided or for consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided.
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*On January 12, HHS Secretary Alex Azar requested that states expand COVID-19 vaccines to people aged 65 and older 
and those with underlying health conditions that make them more susceptible to COVID-19.4

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Fvaccines%2Findex.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html

